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BIG SUR HALF WELCOMES ITS STRONGEST FIELD EVER

An incredibly strong field which includes four Olympians and a host of sub 1:05 (men) and sub 1:15 (women) runners makes up the strongest and largest field ever for the Big Sur Half Marathon on Monterey Bay.

Nearly 50 top athletes will be vying for an increased prize purse totaling $20,500.  $18,000 will be awarded to the top eight male and female runners and the top three Masters male and female runners.  A $1,000 bonus is offered to any male and female breaking the course record and an additional $250 will be awarded to the top male and female Canadian runners, courtesy of Impact Magazine, a Canadian running publication.

Men’s Field 

This year’s elite field is the deepest ever with as many as 10 men capable of winning.  Leading the potential champions are two members of the Amerikenyan Running Club, Benard Langat, 29, and Fred Mogaka Tumbo, 33. Three of the last four Big Sur champions have hailed from this club, which trains Kenyan-born runners in Santa Fe, NM.  Langat recently finished 5th in Americas Finest City (AFC) Half Marathon and has a half marathon personal record (PR) of 1:04:40. His training partner, Tumbo, finished 2nd in the 18th Commonwealth Games Marathon with a time of 2:12:03 and owns the fastest PR in this year’s field, 1:01:14. Another outstanding Kenyan runner who now lives in Valparaiso, IN is Benson Cheruiyot, 28. He finished 5th this year in the Indy 500 Festival Mini-Marathon and 3rd in the Grandma’s Half Marathon, both in 1:03:07.


Other key contenders include two-time Olympian and 2004 BSHM Champion, Michael Aish. A New Zealand Olympian who now lives in Arvada CO, Michael, 35, also finished 2nd in 2007 and returns to Big Sur after a four year absence. Ian Burrell, 26, from Tucson, AZ, making his Big Sur debut, is the most decorated runner in University of Georgia history and recently finished 3rd at AFC with a time of 1:04:22. Ezkyas Sisay, 23, an Ethiopian who now trains in Flagstaff, AZ, finished 2nd at the Big Sur Half in 2009 and recently won the Edmonton Half Marathon in 1:03:41. His PR of 1:01:56 will also put him in top competition for the race.


More challengers for this year’s title include last year’s 3rd and 4th place finishers and other race winners from across the country.  Abdelazia Atmani, 30, Indianapolis, IN, was 3rd here last year with a half marathon PR of 1:04:3 and recently won the Chicago Half Marathon. Mario Macias, 30, Alamosa, CO, was 4th last year and recently won the Boulder Half Marathon.  Jacques Salberg, 36, Pasadena, was a member of Team USA at the 2011 World Cross Country Championships, and has a half marathon PR of 1:05:23. Crosby Freeman, 27, Piedmont, was 5th here in 2009 and is a past winner of both the California 10 Mile Championship and the Kaiser Permanente Half Marathon in 1:04:08. Rounding out this outstanding field are Christian Hesch, 32, Hollywood, who has finished 2nd here 3 times and the last two winners of the Big Sur International Marathon, Daniel Tapia, 25, Castroville, and Jesus Campos, 27, King City. Daniel recently won the Salinas Valley Half Marathon. 

-more-
Women’s Field 


An extremely talented group of female athletes includes the top six finishers from last year’s record setting race, along with two of the three U.S. Olympic marathoners from the 2008 Beijing Olympics.


Last year, Belainesh Gebre, 23, shattered US Olympian Jen Rhine’s course record by over two minutes with a time of 1:09:43. She followed that up a month later by winning the Honolulu Marathon (her first ever marathon) in 2:32:13. This two time champion (she also won in 2008) will be back to defend her title this year and take another shot at the $1000 Bonus for a new course record. 


The deepest ladies field ever is set to challenge Gebre.  Last year’s runner up, Kelly Calway, 27, Manitou Springs, CO, was the 2008 US Army Athlete of the Year and has qualified for the 2012 Olympic Marathon Trials. Heather Gibson, 21, Saratoga, is a Big Sur veteran who was 3rd last year, 6th in 2008, 3rd in 2007, and 4th in 2006. Lisa Harvey, 41, Calgary, Alberta, Canada is a Canadian Olympian and was 4th last year and first place Masters (over 40).  Mary Coordt, 42, Elk Grove, CA, is a two time winner of the Big Sur International Marathon and a five time US Olympic Marathon Trials qualifier. She was 5th last year and 2nd Master. Rounding out last year’s Top 6 is Jenny Wilson, 28, Discovery Bay. In addition to her 6th place finish last year, Jenny was 8th in 2009 and 7th in 2007. Another Big Sur veteran who missed last year is Brooke Wells, 26. Wells, a former Carmel High School standout athlete was 5th in 2009 and 2007, and 3rd in 2006. She ran an impressive 2:37:39 in last year’s Chicago Marathon to finish 21st. 


In addition to the top six from last year, two thirds of the 2008 US Olympic Marathon Team is making their Big Sur debut.  Magdalena Lewy-Boulet, 38, Oakland, was 2nd in the US Olympic Trials in 2008 and represented the US in the Beijing Olympics. Her marathon PR is 2:26:22 and her half marathon PR is 1:11:46. Blake Russell, 32, Pacific Grove, was 3rd in the 2008 Olympic Trials and the first American finisher in the Beijing Olympics. She recently finished 3rd in the US 10 Mile Championships with a time of 54:44. Her half marathon PR is 1:11:45. Another strong challenger is our 2004 Champion, Nicole Aish, 35, Arvada, CO who will make a return trip to Big Sur after a several year absence. Nicole and her husband Michael both won the 2004 Big Sur Half and she has a half marathon PR of 1:12:43. 

The rest of this year’s female elite field is made up of several first time Big Sur participants. Jeanette Faber, of Portland, OR, was 3rd in the 2011 US 25K Championships (1:28:48) and 8th in the 2011 US 20K Championships (1:10:53). Her half marathon PR is 1:14:22.  Jessica Minty, 27, Arlington, MA, was 12th in the Houston Half Marathon in her PR time of 1:14:22. Christina DeRosa, 25, Scottsdale, AZ is the best distance runner in UMass history; Emily Field, 30, Los Angeles, won the 2011 San Francisco Marathon and set a course record in the Valley Coast Trail Half Marathon; Julia Stamps-Mallon, 32, Santa Rosa, was a six time All American at Stanford and recently won the Santa Rosa Marathon to qualify for the 2012 Olympic Marathon Trials; Tonya Nero, 22, New York was the Missouri Valley Conference Athlete of the Year while running at Wichita State University. This native of Trinidad was an All American 5K and 10K runner who is moving up to this distance. 
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