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FAMILY AND KIDS RACES MOVE 

TO NEW PACIFIC GROVE VENUE


A new race showcasing the quaint town of Pacific Grove, California, will take place during the Big Sur Half Marathon weekend on Saturday, November 19.  Dubbed the Pacific Grove Lighthouse 5K, the 3.1 mile course will begin on the town's main street, Lighthouse Avenue, amid colorful Victorian storefronts.   The JUST RUN! Just Kids 3K, a youth-focused fun run will immediately follow the 5K along much of the same route.


"This race gives us a chance to showcase our hometown," said Jim Becklenberg, assistant city manager of Pacific Grove.   "We're excited to have the Big Sur Half Marathon team organize a race that takes place entirely in our city."  Points of interest along the route include the historic downtown, city parks, residential areas, Pt. Pinos Lighthouse, the PG Public Library, the Museum of Natural History, and the scenic shoreline with its crashing surf and beautiful vistas.


With the larger Half Marathon taking place along the Pacific Grove shoreline the following day, the city staff was eager to promote the city to the full audience of weekend runners.  (Previously the Run Forrest Run 5K only ran into and out of the city.) Approximately 1,200 runners and walkers are expected to participate in the two Saturday races beginning at 9 and 9:30 a.m.  A field of 8,000 is expected for Sunday's Big Sur Half Marathon on Monterey Bay.


New sponsors have stepped up to promote the new races.  Rabobank, one of the Half Marathon's major sponsors, is featuring its recently opened Pacific Grove branch.  REI and Clif Kids are focusing efforts on the JUST RUN! Just Kids race, and the Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History is opening its doors and providing treats to runners.


Post race festivities will be held in the city's Jewell Park, adjacent to the museum and library.  Along with finishers' medallions and awards to top 5K finishers,  there will be post race food and musical entertainment.  The local Kiwanis club plans to host a $5 pancake breakfast, and all participants will receive a race t-shirt.


Registration for the Lighthouse 5K and JUST RUN! Just Kids 3K races is available online at www.bigsurhalfmarathon.org.  Prices for the 5K are $30 for adults 18 and older and $20 for youth 17 and younger.  Prices for the 3K are $5 for children ages 5-17 and $20 for $18 and older.  Sunday's Big Sur Half Marathon on Monterey Bay is sold out.


For more information, contact 831-625-6226 or info@bsim.org.
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