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BIG SUR HALF MARATHON PAVES THE GREEN PATH

FOR MONTEREY COUNTY EVENTS 

In 2009, the Big Sur Half Marathon on Monterey Bay began a trend which has taken hold across Monterey County and the country.  The then 7-year-old race achieved Gold Certification from the Council for Responsible Sport for it efforts and accomplishments in greening the race.  The prestigious award has led other events in Monterey County as well as road races throughout the U.S. to adopt many of the practices pioneered by the Big Sur Half Marathon.

"The marathon continues to be a leader in its efforts," stated Kristen Cushman, Executive Director of The Offset Project and Chair of the Marathon's Green Committee.  "In terms of food waste collection, the marathon basically paved the way providing an example for other special events in Monterey County.  As a result, Waste Management has redesigned its hauling procedures and ultimately invested in new infrastructure to support the Marathon's needs.  The adoption of compostable products at special events in Monterey County has increased tenfold since 2009."

Other local events now invested in greening their programs include the AT&T Pebble Beach National Pro Am, the Monterey Jazz Festival, Concourso Italiano, Castroville Artichoke Festival and Harvest: Farm to Table.

This November, the Big Sur Half Marathon on Monterey Bay is undergoing recertification from the Council for Responsible Sport.  The rigorous standards evaluate six categories including waste, climate, equipment and materials, community and outreach, health promotion, and innovation.

Continuing this year are the innovative “virtual goodie bags,” an online collection of discounts and coupons that were previously distributed in paper form, the BYOB (Bring Your Own Bottle) stations created for the 2009 Half Marathon, and aggressive efforts to recycle and compost.  Other green initiatives include donating discarded clothing along the course, purchasing carbon offsets, providing a ride sharing service, reusing tents and signage, using green certified printers when printing is needed, and selecting green products including compostable plates and utensils.
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