[image: image1.jpg]VeS8

HALF MAgnRA‘ THON
Monterey Bay




MEDIA CONTACT:

Julie Armstrong

Marketing Communications Director

831.625.6226 or 831.521.0704 (cell)

julie@bsim.org  •  www.bsim.org

Big Sur Marathon Replicates Successful

Mile Marker Program For Half Marathon

               The inspirational, motivational and humorous mile markers that debuted at the 25th Presentation of the Big Sur Marathon were such a success that the organization has commissioned a new set of 13 markers for the Big Sur Half Marathon on Monterey Bay, November 20, 2011. 

                The unique wooden cut-outs, designed by local muralist John Cerney, stand seven feet high and are individually designed to humor and motivate all participants along their 13.1 mile journey from downtown Monterey into Pacific Grove and back again.  Many of the markers showcase local attributes such as Monarch butterflies, sea otters, a Victorian-dressed woman in running shoes, a seafaring ship captain, a John Steinbeck visage and more.   As with the marathon mile markers, many of the models include local runners and residents of the area.

To help offset the cost of the mile markers, each is sponsored by a local individual or business.  Of the 13 produced, six are still available for sponsorship.  The donor’s name as an individual or business will be painted on the sign for a period of three years for a one-time tax deductible cost of $1,000.

"It's a great way to be seen by an engaged audience of 8,000 people," says marketing director Julie Armstrong.  "They all have a touch of humor which will help entertain the runners along the course, while providing a subtle advertising message."

               An acclaimed muralist, Cerney’s artwork can best be described as “giant cut-out art,” ordinarily viewed from the comfort of one’s automobile.  Locally he is best known for his series of field workers (each 18 feet tall) located in the agricultural fields in Salinas, CA.  Dozens of others can be seen throughout Monterey County on Cannery Row, along Highway 68 and 101, and in front of various businesses.

               For further information on the Big Sur Half Marathon mile marker program call 831-625-6226 or email sally@bsim.org. 

