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WHAT’S NEW IN 2011
Strong Elite Field– This year’s Big Sur Half Marathon on Monterey Bay has attracted an outstanding field of some of the country’s best runners including four Olympians and several contenders for the January U.S. Olympic Trials in Houston, TX . This is largest and deepest elite field ever for the Big Sur Half Marathon with more than 45 elite runners competing (see enclosed release on elite field).  Runners can be reached prior to race day for interviews.  Call or email Elite Coordinator Greg Mislick, 831-917-3015 or gkmislic@nps.edu for contact information.

Increased Prize Money – Big Sur’s prize money has increased to an overall $20,500 which includes $18,000 divided among the top eight male and female runners and the top three Masters male and female runners.  A $1,000 bonus is offered to any male and female breaking the course record and an additional $250 will be awarded to the top male and female Canadian runners, courtesy of Impact Magazine, a Canadian running publication.
Growing Field – Begun in 2003 with only 3,000 participants, the race field continues to grow.  The numbers of open slots increased from 7,200 to a cap of 8,000 this year, and sold out in a record four and a half months.  Race director Wally Kastner expects a maximum of 10,000 runners to be attained over the next few years.

New Mile Markers – Standing seven feet tall and featuring local models in humorous settings, 14 new mile markers have been created for this year’s Big Sur Half Marathon on Monterey Bay.  Local muralist John Cerney, best known for his larger-than-life cutout art in the fields of Salinas Valley, is the creator and artist for the markers.  Each is sponsored by a business, individual or organization.

New courses established – Both the 5K and 3K races will be run on new courses (see maps in press kit) entirely in the town of Pacific Grove.  The all new Pacific Grove Lighthouse 5K followed by the JUST RUN! Just Kids 3K will start in downtown Pacific Grove, run past a city park and along the waterfront. Post-race festivities will be held at Jewell Park with refreshments, music, awards and activities.

Post race shuttle service – Buses will run from Fisherman’s Wharf to Monterey Peninsula College to return weary runners back to their early morning parking spot. The shuttles were added in response to runners’ comments following last year’s race.

Incident Command Center -- An integrated emergency response command system has been established for this year's race.  The Mobile Communications Center Vehicle, COM 6390, which is owned and operated by the Monterey Peninsula Airport Fire Department, will be placed on site near the finish line to provide real-time communication between multiple agencies and personnel on the course.  Local fire, police, highway patrol, ambulance teams, on-course marshals, medical personnel and defibrillator operators, will be united with one cause -- to provide immediate and comprehensive medical response to the thousands of half marathon participants.  For more info contact Sand City Police Chief, Michael Klein, 917-6233 or copklein@redshift.com.
-more-
Re-certification of Half Marathon greening efforts – The Big Sur Half Marathon on Monterey Bay will undergo recertification with Council for Responsible Sport.  In 2009, the Big Sur Half Marathon achieved Gold certification, making it the country's first half marathon to attain this level and serve as a mentor to other races throughout the U.S.  Elements ‘graded’  include waste, climate, equipment and materials, community and outreach, health promotion and innovation. Among the programs undertaken by the Big Sur Marathon are monitored recycling and composting, BYOB water refill stations, , D-tag (timing tags) recycling, virtual goodie bags, online ridesharing, green product selection, 100% online registration, carbon offsets, clothes recycling, fresh food offerings and more.
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